
The Pullman School District Board of Directors has

been selected to receive the 2021 Board of Distinction

award from the Washington State School Directors’

Association (WSSDA)

In this third school year of shifting instructional

models and continued health and safety challenges, this

year’s Boards of Distinction application asked school

directors to illustrate how their actions exemplified

visionary leadership and helped their school districts

close opportunity gaps.
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November is a time of gratitude and giving thanks. I am very grateful that our students are
back at school in person. Although there have been continued challenges associated with the
pandemic as the school year began, there have also been many causes for celebration as well.
Our teachers are engaging students with in-person, high quality lessons, as well as
interventions and extensions, and students have also had the opportunity to participate in
extra-curricular activities, clubs, and athletic events this fall. While visiting schools and
afterschool events, I continue to see students enjoying learning, engaging in extracurricular
activities, and building relationships.

In just a week we will have the opportunity to celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday. My sincere
hope is that each and every staff member, student, and family has a wonderful Thanksgiving
spent with family and friends. The beginning of the holiday season causes me to reflect on all
that I am thankful for, including the amazing support our school district receives from our
parents, families, and community. I am also very thankful for the outstanding staff members
in our district who have worked extremely hard this fall and throughout the pandemic in
order to support our students and one another. Thank you to our entire community and each
of our staff members! 

In closing, I hope you and your family have a safe and enjoyable Thanksgiving. Pullman Public
Schools is an excellent place for our students to learn and grow, and it is because of the
outstanding support we receive. Thank you!

Sincerely, 
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Bob Maxwell, Superintendent

November is native american heritage month

For Native American Heritage Month, LMS students in

Janet Fulf's classroom took research from "Aspects of

Traditional Homelands" to create a narrative. 

In honor of Native American

Heritage Month, the Black

Student Union at PHS created a

land acknowledgement statement

in the commons and wrote one to

be said during announcements! 
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Congratulations, John Naranjo!
2021 Excellence in Education Award Recipient

At the November 10, 2021
Regular Board Meeting, John

Naranjo, Pullman School District
Maintenance Supervisor, was

presented with the 2021
Excellence in Education Award

by our Board of Directors! 

Each year, the board selects one classified
employee to receive this recognition. John was
recommended for this recognition by Pullman
School District’s Executive Director of Operations,
Joe Thornton, who was inspired by John’s
commitment to the Pullman School District, his
hands-on approach as a leader, and his willingness
to go above and beyond to serve our students, staff,
and families.

Congratulations John!
Pullman School District thanks you for your many years of service! 

John has served the Pullman School District for 14 years! Joe Thornton, shared “John is nearly always the first one
at the shop and the last to leave. It is very common for John to come in after hours or on weekends to deal with an
alert he received about a freezer that is above safe temperature or a boiler that is not working. It is not unusual for
John to come into work at 4:00 a.m. to make sure that a building's heating system is working correctly.

During snow events that require lots of snow removal, it is common practice for John to come in at midnight
with the rest of the crew, help with snow removal, and then when the school day starts, work his regular shift to
deal with issues that pop up and need to be addressed immediately. This is also a great example of John's style of
leadership; he is always willing to demonstrate to his crew that he will jump into things and work side-by-side
with them to get the job done. He does not just sit back and direct people, he will jump in and get his hands dirty
along with the crew.” 

Claudia Bishop-Haynes, Special Education Paraprofessional at Franklin Elementary. Claudia has served the Pullman School District for 8 years!

Margee Dahmen, Building Paraprofessional at Jefferson Elementary. Margee has served the Pullman School District for 18 years!

Mei Clark, Special Education Paraprofessional at Pullman High School. Mei has served the Pullman School District for 5 years!

Carmen Roberts, Secretary at Sunnyside Elementary School. Carmen has served the Pullman School District for 11 years!

2021 Excellence in Education Nominees:

Pullman School District thanks you all for your many years of service! 



VETERAN'S DAY 2021
In honor of Veteran's Day, students and staff around the district

participated in a variety of activities to honor those who have
served and those who continue to serve our country.  

The students and staff of Jefferson Elementary invited all family and friends that are military veterans or are

currently serving personnel to participate in a brief drive-by parade today so they may honor those in uniform

serving today and those who have served in the past. We honor you today, and every day.

Pullman High School Leadership

students created this video in

honor of Veterans Day! 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kBjQLk1JQJYmvWJwo5sp9oWrqxuqmfw5/view?fbclid=IwAR3yFKROUkcT9BaRYLpPtWx0iCFTwRve9EOb-pea3pcYcgJX-pRkvsRg-bs
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kBjQLk1JQJYmvWJwo5sp9oWrqxuqmfw5/view?fbclid=IwAR3yFKROUkcT9BaRYLpPtWx0iCFTwRve9EOb-pea3pcYcgJX-pRkvsRg-bs


VETERAN'S DAY 2021
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Kindergarten students at Sunnyside

made a book full of thank you cards

to give to veterans. CPT Michelle

Kelly with the Washington National

Guard stopped by to receive them on

behalf of the veterans in the Army

ROTC program at WSU.

Sara King's class collected

1,739 pieces of candy! They

bagged it up and wrote

letters to local veterans to

say thank you! An

impressive haul from

students with very generous

hearts (they donated from

their trick or treat stash)!
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I'm thankful for my students that

make me laugh every single day. I'm

thankful for my team members that

make the work environment fun as

well as productive.

 

I am thankful for hands-on

labs with my students and

seeing their excitement as

they are learning.

I spend my days with small people

who are interesting, intelligent,

kind, and funny. I'm so thankful

to have a job I love!

 

I am thankful for the kind and caring staff at

Pullman School District! I am also thankful for

the FANTASTIC Franklin PTA and the support

they offer to the staff of Franklin Elementary. I

am most thankful for the opportunity to serve so

many amazing students alongside some stellar

staff here at Franklin! 

 

Kayla Brown, 

English Teacher

Heidi Fluegel

Science Teacher
Trish Blehm

3rd Grade Teacher

Tarrin Weber, 

School Counselor
Camille Park Rupp 

5th Grade Teacher

I am thankful for my family and

a comfortable home to raise my

children in. 

I am thankful for a supportive community. Our

IT team and I appreciate how thoughtful and

kind our staff and parents are as we work to

support them. It makes the job enjoyable and I

personally love what I do… thanks to you, our

community.

Garren Shannon 
Director Information Services

Our family is thankful for Kamiak

Elementary. Mr. Hecker, Mrs. Wysup. Miss

Barker, Mrs. Fraher and all of the DLC staff

have been a huge blessing to our family. 

 THANK YOU KAMIAK ELEMENTRY STAFF! 

I am thankful to have started the year

all together in classrooms and that our

elementary students are starting to get

the COVID-19 vaccine!

I am thankful for my family, my health,

and being back in classrooms full time

this school year.  It is such a joy to be

able to work with kids in person again!

Cosette Hauck 
Special Education Paraprofessional

Cari DenHerder 

4th Grade Teacher
Trisha Doumit 

4th Grade Teacher



I am thankful for the caring

special education teachers

and paraeducators I get to

work with every day.
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I am thankful for my

wonderful family!!

I am thankful for my family, friends, and

colleagues! We have the most amazing support

system here in Pullman and for that I am forever

thankful! I am also so grateful that I get to work

for a district that believes all students can achieve

great success and that my children get to learn

from the amazing staff here at PSD!

Courtney Hodge
Administrative Assistant

to the Superintendent

I think I'm most grateful for being adopted from S. Korea. I was 1-year old in 1983,

when I arrived into the loving and supportive arms of a family who immediately

embraced me.  My adoptive parents provided me with not only good education,

years of classical piano and classical ballet training, and numerous travel

experiences, but also laughter, joy, hugs, some tears, and hopes/dreams.

 

While I veered away from becoming a concert pianist in my early twenties and

moved instead toward a Kinesiology degree (pursuing the career as a ballet

instructor), I could not have done any of this without the love and support of my

family. Therefore, I am extremely grateful that I was adopted. Without them, I

wouldn't, and couldn't, be the person I ended up being, today.

Mia Seshiki 

Office Support Paraprofessional

Paula Perron-Bates
Program Manager

State & Federal Programs

I am thankful for my friends and for my family who

have helped me through both the good times and the

bad. Without them, I would not be the person I am

today. Without them, I would not continually strive for

success and for happiness. They represent the foundation

of who I have become in life and have helped shape my

path of who I want to be, and for that, I am forever

thankful. 

Rachel Sater
District Office Assistant/CEDARS Admin

Choice Coordinator

-I am thankful to work with an amazing team! 

-I am thankful for students that brighten my day with a smile! 

-I am thankful for students that think my gray hair is “sparkles in my hair”

-I am thankful for students and staff that are genuinely concerned about

“how I am doing”. 

-I am thankful for math jokes. (What did 0 say to 8? Nice belt)

-I am thankful for school supplies

-I am thankful for masks. I am thankful to avoid frequent “colds” due to

masks. 

-I am thankful for our families and their encouragement.

-I am thankful for pictures drawn for me by students. 

 Joni Stevens
Math TOSA

Cristina Johnson-Hyde
Director of Special Services



Johanna Brown 
Chemistry & AP Comp 

Science Teacher

Lonna Carrier 

Kindergarten Teacher
Linda Tippett 

Special Education Paraprofessional

07

I am thankful for masks! They

allow us to be together and that

is always better than being

apart!

 

I’m thankful for having kids

in-person and a classroom that

once again rings with the

sound of learning!

I’m thankful for a wonderful group

of co-workers at PHS who push me

to do my best every day.  I’m also

thankful for my students that make

every day new and exciting.

 

Marcus Eiland

Club Advisor
Michael Riley

English & Social Studies Teacher

Melissa Mayer
Business Education Teacher

I am thankful for my sweet students’ willingness to help and

advocate for each other. I always know if someone in my classroom is

sad or needs help! I am also thankful for the positive support and

appreciation from classroom parents, including their willingness to

support their child at home and help out with classroom tasks and

activities however they can, even from home. I am thankful for

laughter in the classroom, dance breaks, and the growth I am already

seeing in my students. They work very hard! On a personal note, I am

thankful for hot cocoa, cozy blankets, and the swish of leaves

beneath my feet.

I am so grateful for my students

bringing their big ideas and

wonderings about the world to our

classroom. THANK YOU! ❤ 

I’m thankful that a vaccine for elementary

students has been approved! And for the

opportunity to see joy in students’ faces each

day as they get to learn, grow, and play

together with their peers in-person. I will

never take that for granted again!

I am thankful for the friendly, student

center workplace at LMS. It's like a family.

 

I am also thankful for the changing seasons.

Every season is special, and I try to enjoy

them to the fullest.

 

Sarah Zylstra 

1st Grade Teacher

Kelsey Winningham

Associate Administrator

I am thankful for the Pullman SD community.

Coming from a very close tight-knit school before

getting hired here, I was apprehensive on if I

would fit in to the Pullman School District. I am

beyond pleased to say that I have been welcomed

and made to feel like this is my home. Thank you

for being so accepting of us ‘newbies.’ 

 



I am thankful for this awesome community we

live and work in for such wonderful support of

our public schools. I have served on levy

committees for over 40 years, and community

support has been amazing and so helpful, enabling

us to be one of the top school districts in the state.

Thank you all.
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Susan Weed
School Board President

I am thankful for my co-teachers Carone Jones and Emily Leinweber. These two individuals

work continuously to be positive influences in not only their students lives, but also in the

lives of their colleagues. They truly empower our "" cultural belief. 

Cameron Grow, Tammy Sewell, and Samantha Schertenlieb: thank you for working

constantly to keep our school a positive and influential place for students and staff. This

year, you have showed true endurance. 

I am thankful for my content team, Kelly Schultheis, Connie Hoyle, and Laurie Hersey. Thank

you for always having my back and supporting me through the ups and downs that we have

endured together the past 20 months. 

Thank you Cristina Johnson. No one works harder than you do.

 

Rebecca Adderson 

English & Math Co-Teacher
Special Education Case Manager

I am thankful for the opportunity to greet

the kids each morning, it is one of my

favorite parts of the day. I love the idea

that when they walk in the door I can say or

do something to bring a smile to their face

and start their day off on a positive note.

Edie Talbot
Core+ Paraprofessional

I am thankful for my Sunnyside Kindergarten Team: Annalisa

Kiblen, Kade Osborne, and Willma Fields for being so supportive

and always working together in the best intrest of all.

 

I am thankful for our Sunnyside Office Staff: Pam Brantner,

Carmen Roberts, Austin Gratzier, Krista Stanely, and Katie

Vandemark. They are always there to support both students and

staff to help our school run smoothly and to make it a wonderful

place to be. 

 Jessica Sheppard
Kindergarten Teacher

Of course I am extremely thankful for my family, my faith, my

friends and everything that I have and all of the experiences in

life that I have learned and grown from, but I am truly blessed

that my passion for teaching is still strong after 31 years and that I

am surrounded by the best students, teachers, administrators,

support staff, parents/guardians that I could ask for.  Being part of

the "PSD family" fulfilled a void in me. I have students back in my

life, awesome colleagues, encouraging leaders and the love and

support from my family to go back to work after retiring 2 1/2

years ago.  

 Betty Klover
Special Education Teacher
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I wanted to let everyone know how thankful I am for the new bus garage!!!

 

Being here at the new bus garage is like going from working in the ditch to a mansion. We are

so blessed! Everything is so fancy that it is taking a while for us to learn how to use it. It has

helped to lift the morale of the bus drivers because it makes us feel important and needed.

We no longer need to wait in line to use the restrooms, we have plenty of room to walk

around our buses and some of us lucky ones even have warm buses to get into in the morning.

We are still trying to get things put away in their places and we are still trying to find things

that we packed away for the move, but what a wonderful building!

 

Thank you so much to everyone that was and is involved in getting the district this new

facility! School board, administration and the community! Thank you to maintenance and

the bus drivers for all of their help in moving us out to the country. We basically did it in one

day! Thank you so much everyone.

Tammy Lehmitz 

Transportation Supervisor

I am thankful for my family and friends,

awesome co-workers, a job that I love,

and being able to have students back in-

person 5 days a week!

 Niki Wolf
Core+ Teacher

 I want to extend my thanks for

our students, staff, families, and

community partners. Together

we can accomplish so much.

 Bob Maxwell
Superintendent



District Highlights:
Jefferson Elementary

NAESPA implemented the National ESEA Distinguished Schools Program to highlight selected schools

that have successfully used their ESEA federal funds to improve the education for all students and close

education, achievement, and opportunity gaps. Jefferson is being recognized as a Category 3 school

nationally for their excellence in serving special populations of students. We are so proud of the hard

work of our Jefferson Jaguars and their dedication to school improvement!

Jefferson Elementary is being recognized by the National

Association of ESEA State Program Administrators (NAESPA) as

a National ESEA Distinguished School. Jefferson Elementary is

one of up to 100 schools throughout the country that is being

nationally recognized for exceptional student achievement in

2021 and has been awarded $30,000! 
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More Information about all National ESEA Distinguished Schools is available on the ESEA Network website:

www.ESEAnetwork.org/schools

Michelle Hyatt, our District Nurse, has been nominated 
as a 2021-2022 LifeChanger of the Year! 

 

The LifeChanger of the Year program recognizes and rewards K-12

school employees who make a positive difference in the lives of

students. Michelle's hard work and dedication are recognized and

make her a very deserving candidate for this award.

To support Michelle’s nomination, visit her profile on the

LifeChanger of the Year website www.lifechangeroftheyear.com

(or scan the QR code) and leave a comment about how Michelle

has changed you or your student’s life in a positive way!

Remember, even the little things matter!

http://www.lifechangeroftheyear.com/?fbclid=IwAR3AS4kr4fWFr8mX7gzZKBiAUCxxAaViskzao8T508CO14xjVO0eHNwAGeE


Like us on Facebook!
Pullman Public Schools: 
www.facebook.com/PullmanPublicSchools

Kamiak: www.facebook.com/PullmanKES
Franklin: www.facebook.com/PullmanFES
Jefferson: www.facebook.com/PullmanJES
Sunnyside: www.facebook.com/PullmanSES
LMS: www.facebook.com/PullmanLMS
PHS: www.facebook.com/PullmanHS

Follow us on Instagram!
Pullman Public Schools: 
@pullmanpublicschools

Kamiak: @Kamiak.Elementary.School
Sunnyside: @SunnysideSuperstars
Lincoln Middle School: @LMSPrincipals
Pullman High School: @PullmanHS

Follow us on Twitter!
Pullman Public Schools: @PullmanSD
Lincoln Middle School: @LMSPrincipals
Pullman High School: @PullmanHS
Franklin Elementary: @FESFoxes
Kamiak Elementary: @PullmanKES
Sunnyside Elementary: @SESSuperstars

M O N T H L Y
Ca l endar

Questions? Contact Us

The Pullman School District Board of Directors and the Pullman School District shall provide equal educational opportunity and treatment for all students in all aspects of the
academic and activities programs without regard to race, religion, creed, color, national origin, age, honorably-discharged veteran or military status, sex, sexual orientation
(including gender expression or identity), marital status, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability, participation in the Boy Scouts of America or the use of a trained
dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. The district will provide equal access to school facilities to the Boy Scouts of America and all other designated youth
groups listed in Title 36 of the United States Code as a patriotic society. District programs will be free from sexual harassment. The following employees have been designated to
handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Civil Rights Coordinator and Title IX Coordinator, Assistant Superintendent, (509) 332-3144, and Section 504
Coordinator, Director of Special Services, (509) 332-3144. 240 SE Dexter Street, Pullman, WA 99163. Applicants with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations in the
application process by contacting the Personnel Coordinator at (509) 332-3584.

LET'S BE SOCIAL!
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Please contact the district office if you need a translated

version of the information in this newsletter. 

January 14
No School
Professional Learning Day

November 22- November 26
No School - Thanksgiving Break

Phone: (509) 332-3581

Email: info@psd267.org

District Office: 240 SE Dexter St, Pullman, WA 99163

December 20- December 31
No School - Winter Break

December 2- December 22
PHS Boosters - Christmas Tree Sales
PHS Boosters is teaming up with Pullman Building Supply at
Pullman Building Supply (400 SE Fairmount Dr).

Hours
Monday-Friday: 3:00pm-6:00pm
Saturdays: 8:00am-6:00pm
Sundays: 9:00am-6:00pm


